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ing then driven on2 by heat. Steel unites
with platinum in all proportions. About 46
per cent of the platinum supply is used in
jewelry; about 25 per cent in dentistry; in
chemistry, 14 per cent.
PLATO, (427-347 b.c.), a celebrated
Athenian philosopher, who has been called the *•
"finest of human intellects," was born of
noble family. He descended on his father's
side from Codrus, the last king of Athens,
and through his mother was connected with
the legislator Solon. Aristocles was the
name given him, but he was called Plato,
either because of his broad shoulders or broad
brow. Throughout his early manhood he
was a pupil and devoted friend of Socrates;
after Socrates' death he traveled abroad ten
years, visiting Egypt, Northern Africa and
Sicily. At the age of forty he returned to
Athens and established a school of philosophy
known as the Academy. Here he taught
forty years, using the Socratic method of ask-
ing questions to provoke discussion and argu-
ment. The discussions were the basis of most
of his writings, which are all in the form of
dialogue.
Believing that the corruption of the world
arises from ignorance, Plato based his -whole
philosophy on two dominant motives—a pas-
sion for knowledge, and consequent human
improvement, and a persistent belief in the
supremacy of mind. Knowledge was not to
be sought as an end in itself, nor for self-
aggrandizement, but as a guide of life. "Na-
ture and life should be studied as an orderly,
connected whole." "Only that is accounted
of value which elevates the soul and serves
to strengthen, purify and ennoble life."
Plato's theory of knowledge embraced the
idea that reality does not reside in the transi-
tory individual thing, but in the concept:
that is, the general idea of horse, house, dog,
which exists in men's minds, is imperishable,
while the individual horse, house, dog, which
is but a copy of the universal, soon passes
away.
In this position Plato is the forerunner of
idealism, for he was the first to advance the
belief that the world of our ideas is nearer
the ultimate reality than the world of sense
perception. Through his promulgation of
this doctrine, which has many ramifications,
he exerted his greatest influence on the
thought of the world. According to it the
soul becomes our essential being; the body
a thing only vaguely known and withal
 transitory. This belief leads logically to
faith in immortality. Plato believed in one
eternal Gk>d, and in a previous, as well as a
future, existence.
In most of the dialogues of Plato—
Laches, Charmides, Lysis, Protagoras, lo,
MenOj the Symposium, Phaedrus—Socrates
is the chief speaker. Euthyphro, Apologia,
Crito and Phaedo treat of the trial and death
of Socrates. In his most ambitious work, the
Republic, Plato outlined what he believed
to be the organization of the ideal state.
His state is made up of three hered-
itary classes—the industrial, who provide the
material means of living; the military, who
guard the lives of citizens; the rulers, espe-
cially trained to direct and teach. Only
those brought up and trained to the duties
of government are capable of exercising its
power.
PLATT, thomas collier (1833-1910),
an American politician, born at Owego, N. Y.
He attended Yale College three years and
later became president of Tioga National
Bank, a member of the lower house of Con-
gress (1872-1876) and United States Sen-
ator (1881). He resigned the last position
on account of a disagreement with President
Garfield as to Federal patronage, and he
failed of reelection. In 1880 he became
president of the United States Express Com-
pany, and he was again elected United States
Senator from New York in 1897 and in 1903.
PLATTDEUTSCH, plahlfdoidh, or LOW
GERMAN, the language of the North Ger-
man Lowlands, which extend from the bor-
ders of Holland to those of Poland. It dif-
fers from High German, the language of
the most cultivated classes and of diplomacy,
chiefly in its consonantal sounds and its
use of ik (the pronoun I in English), in
place of the High German ich. It is more
closely related to Dutch and English than
is High German. Before the Reformation
Low German was the representative language
of the German people, but after Luther's
translation of the Bible into High German,
the latter became the dominant tongue, and
to-day it is the language of the government,
of the schools, of literature and of all higher
learning. See philology.
PLATTE, plat, the principal river in
Nebraska and one of the largest tributaries
of the Missouri, formed by the union of two
branches—the North and the South Platte,
each having its source in the mountains of

